
  Updated 6-10-20 

 

FAQ Clinical Teaching and COVID-19 
 

Please note that COVID-19 is a rapidly changing situation. This document 

will be updated as new information becomes available. Please also view the 

Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) website for updates:  

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/covid-19-information-for-commission-stakeholders 

 

Information for Students 

Student Teaching Hours 
 

What can count for my student teaching hours?  

 

Planning, working on your portfolio, collaborating with your master teacher, working with your 

university supervisor, student office hours, Zoom teaching, creating a parent/guardian resource 

guide for distance learning, making your own Google classroom, watching a teaching video and 

evaluating it with your university supervisor, working on your induction plan, professional 

development on distance teaching, and creating learning packets. 

  
What if my district is only sending packets?  
  

You can create a distance learning plan on an asynchronous learning platform like Google 

classroom and share it with your university supervisor. Your plan should use a variety of 

interactive pieces such as: videos, Padlet, discussion board prompts, social/emotional learning, 

etc. Your university supervisor will evaluate it and provide you feedback. You can also create a 

parent resource guide with helpful links and tips. Send this to both your master teacher and 

university supervisor for feedback. 

  
What does not count for student teaching hours? 

  
Individual tutoring and homeschooling your own children.  

 
How can I still be observed for student teaching? 
 
If you are teaching virtually, your university supervisor can observe you teaching in this format. 

If virtual observation is not an option, your observation can be TPE (Teacher Performance 
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Expectation) focused. You will work with your university supervisor to pick one of the TPE 

areas to focus on and how you will demonstrate it. Example: TPE 1- Maintain ongoing 

communication with students and families, including the use of technology to communicate with 

and support students and families, and to communicate achievement expectations and student 

progress. This TPE could be demonstrated by showing your university supervisor a parent 

resource guide you created, how you are communicating to students and parents through email 

communications, student feedback on work, etc. 

 

What documentation is required for an observation?  
 

 A lesson plan or TPE focused agenda 

 Observation Form 

 Reflection in your portfolio 

 

Teacher Performance Assessments 
 

Do I still have to complete the Teacher Performance Assessments (TPA)?  
 

The requirement to pass both TPA Cycles has been postponed to the Clear Credential for 

candidates who have completed all other requirements by end of the 2019-2020 academic year. 

These candidates can apply for their Preliminary Credential without passing their TPAs. TPAs 

need to be completed during Induction and passed before applying for the Clear Credential.  

 

Can I film virtual teaching for my videos? 

 

Online/virtual teaching can be used for video submissions. It must be recorded in real time 

(synchronous) and show the candidate teaching and some of the students. The videos still need to 

follow the requirements of the TPA assessment guide. For example, if the video requires the 

teaching of academic language, the online teaching video must also demonstrate this. 

 

What if I am unable to film my videos or complete all the components of the TPA? 

 

If you are unable to meet all requirements during the 2019-2020 academic year due to COVID-

19, you can apply for your Preliminary Credential. If hired, you can complete your TPA 

requirements in your own classroom during Induction. If you are not hired, you can collaborate 

with your Site-Supervisor about returning to their classroom to finish your requirements.  

 

Program Sponsored- Variable Term Waiver 

 

What is the Program Sponsored Variable Term Waiver (PS-VTW)? 

 

The PS-VTW is a pathway provided by the CTC for student teachers/interns expected to 

complete their program in spring 2020 who were impacted by COVID-19. This pathway is 
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intended for candidates who were not able to complete their required number of clinical hours or 

other student teaching requirements. 

 

How do I apply for the PS-VTW?  

 

The Program Sponsored- Variable Term Waiver is a paper application. Contact your Credential 

Analyst to get the application and receive next steps for applying for the PS-VTW.  

 

How does the PS-VTW help me finish my credential? 

 

The PS-VTW allows you to apply for teaching positions. You can upload the waiver in place of 

your Preliminary Credential. The PS-VTW allows the candidate one additional year to complete 

their requirements. If hired, these requirements can be completed in your own classroom.  

 

CSET Passage 
 

Do I still have to pass my CSETs before student teaching since testing centers are closed?  

 

CSET passage has been postponed to the Preliminary Credential. This means that candidates 

qualify to student teach for fall 2020 without CSET passage. CSET passage is required to apply 

for the Preliminary Credential. It is recommended that candidates register for and pass CSETs as 

soon as a test date is available. Not passing CSETs will delay applying for the Preliminary 

Credential. If candidates take an extended period to pass exams, there could be changes in CTC 

requirements or course updates that would require candidates to take additional coursework 

before applying for the Preliminary Credential.   

 

Do I need to pass the CSETs to become intern eligible?  

 

CSET passage is not required to become intern eligible for fall 2020. Becoming intern eligible 

requires an application process. We want to ensure that intern candidates are fully prepared for 

all facets of an internship before we recommend them for this position. If you are interested in 

becoming an intern, please contact your credential analyst or regional director for more 

information.  

 

RICA Passage 

 

Do I need to pass the RICA to apply for my Preliminary Credential?  

 

The Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) is suspended for Preliminary Multiple 

Subject and Education Specialist candidates who have completed all other requirements to earn 

their Preliminary Teaching Credential by the end of the preparation program’s 2019-2020 
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academic year. This means that candidates can apply for their Preliminary Credential without 

RICA passage. The RICA must be passed before applying for the Clear Credential.  

 

Do I still need to pass my RICA before student teaching (multiple subject candidates)?  

 

For fall 2020, the RICA examination is being postponed as a student teaching prerequisite. The 

RICA is required to apply for the Clear Credential and must be passed during Induction.  

 

 

CPR Requirement for Student Teaching and the Preliminary Credential 

 

How do I complete the CPR requirement if all in-person certification centers are closed? 

 

The CPR requirement can be complete through online certification. It must cover infant, child 

and adult CPR. Please check with your credential analyst before registering for an online course.  
 

Student Teaching for Fall 2020 
 

Will I be able to complete my student teaching in-person in the fall? 

 

School districts are still developing their fall plans. It is likely there will be hybrid and/or fully 

online options. Since we are guests in our local districts, we will need to be flexible to the plans 

of each district. It is also possible that some districts will want to limit classroom visitors and 

may not accept student teachers. Candidates for fall student teaching will need to be flexible in 

both their placements and expectations for what student teaching will look like.  

 

 

Information for University Supervisors 
 

How can I support student teacher/intern candidates? 
  

You can count and track any support you are providing students. Some students are still teaching 

virtually, so they may ask you to review their lesson plan and provide feedback. Some students 

may send you a video of a virtual lesson they completed; you can still complete an observation 

form as you normally would by providing feedback and addressing TPEs. Student support can be 

provided in various ways; it can be done via a phone call, text messaging, a virtual meeting, or 

email. Support can be provided by offering additional resources or ideas and working 

collaboratively with students. You may offer TPA support, induction plan feedback, portfolio 

feedback, and suggestions. 

 

Do any meetings have to be in-person? 
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At this time, all meeting should be done remotely; they can be via phone or virtual (Zoom, 

WebEx, hangouts, etc.). 

  

How do I track the time and what should I record? 
 

Time can be recorded in increments or full blocks of time. All support that you provide students 

should be documented.  

  

 


